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«I’m interested in the anthropological 
and cultural traces of how human be-
ings shape their environment» says 
Armin Linke, whose oeuvre – photo-
graphs and films – provide a means of 
raising awareness about different ar-
chitectural and urban design strate-
gies. For Linke, photography, in par-
ticular, is «a starting point for posing 
questions, it is an important way to 
initiate a dialogue between people 
and their natural or built environ-
ment». In order to initiate this dia-
logue through photography, it is im-
portant to reflect on the narrative 
that goes with it. «Today we all have 
digital devices capable of taking pho-
tographs, of course, but this makes 
me think about the role that the pho-
tographer and photography should 
play in fostering this dialogue. I be-
lieve that the role of the photographer 
is no longer just to take a picture, but 
to compose several images into a nar-
rative, which can then be expressed 
in a book or an exhibition».

Photography as a space for 
negotiation
We met with the German-Italian art-
ist in Mendrisio, during his workshop 
held at the USI Academy of Architec-
ture in February 2022. The goal of 
the one-week workshop was to pro-
duce the first part of a sort of visual 
guide to the architecture and urban 
development of the Mendrisiotto re-
gion, which features logistics hubs, 
major infrastructure, natural land-
scapes, cultural heritage sites, relevant 
architectures, and more – all of which 
can then be brought to the attention 
of a wider audience through a photo-
graphic narration. «The so-called 
‘photographic sculpture-book’ is one 
of the tools we use with students to 
observe public, cultural or industrial 
spaces», Linke explains. «The ultimate 
goal of the course is to increase aware-
ness in our future architects. Indeed, 
images can help us understand the de-
cision-making mechanisms needed to 
transform the territory so that we can 
also have a basis for negotiating how 
to design the future. Southern Ticino 
lends itself well to this type of work-
shop with young architects in training 
because it is a region rich in history, 
places and artefacts that make it all 
but provincial or marginal within a 

A
nalysing space, observing 
landscapes and learning 
their history, looking at 
the impact of economic, 

environmental and technological 
changes and planning for the future. 
At the centre of all this is man and 
their way of relating to the environ-
ment in which they live and operate. 

global context – which is where many 
of our future architects will be operat-
ing – probably because of its being a 
border region but, even more so, at 
the crossroads between northern and 
southern Europe».

Art and vision
Armin Linke’s oeuvre is a continuous 
flow of shots and films which, taken 
over decades in different parts of the 
world, have now become an important 
document of the effects of globalisa-
tion, the transformation of infrastruc-

tures and landscapes. Visual materials 
that not only capture the results of 
past actions, but perhaps also give us 
pointers for a future course of action. 
«To design the future you need a vi-
sion, and to have a vision you need 
images. The problem is how to create 
images that can raise questions rather 
than provide answers. Perhaps this is 
also the role of art». 
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