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Economic Policy.
The goal of the Master is to teach students 
how to analyze economic problems at the 
national as well as international level and 
how to identify the most appropriate policy 
instruments. In a cordial environment and 
in close interaction with the Faculty, the 
students will be equipped with the quantitative 
methods and the analytical tools necessary 
for a successful career as professional 
economist with a strong policy orientation. 
The Master will also drive interested students 
into a PhD programme.

Awarded Degree

Master of Science in Economics, Major in Economic Policy
Application Deadline

April 30th / June 30th depending on the nationality of the applicant.
Tuition fees per semester

Residents CHF 2’000.– / international CHF 4’000.–
Duration 

Duration 3 semesters – 90 ECTS, with the possibility to earn additional 30 ECTS 
leading to a master degree with 120 ECTS.
Scholarships

Fondazione per le Facoltà di Lugano
CHF  4’000.–
Contacts/information

www.mep.usi.ch
studyadvisor@usi.ch
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Goals and contents

The programme offers knowledge in 
various fi elds of applied economics 
combined with a sound background in 
microeconomics, macroeconomics and 
econometrics. To understand, evaluate 
and propose economic policy instruments 
in the current world with all its global 
challenges, the teaching method is a 
combination of economic theory with 
relevant real world applications of today.
The programme has a strong international 
orientation. The fi rst year offers all the 
core courses together with some specia-
lized courses. The second year offers a 
variety of elective courses, and the 
possibility of doing an internship (either 
at a private or a research institution). 
Together with the fi nal Master thesis 
(which is written in the last semester), 
the students will have received the 
necessary training to undertake inde-
pendent analysis of many economics 
problems. The standard duration of the 
MEP is 3 semesters (leading to 90 
credits). However, students who wish to 
amplify their training, have the option of 
earning additional 30 credits in the form
of electives, to be taken either at USI, or 
our international and national partner 
universities (leading to a master degree 
with 120 credits).

Language

This programme is entirely held in English.
Applicants who are not native English 
speaker or whose fi rst degree was not 
taught in English, must supply an interna-
tionally recognised certifi cate to demon-
strate a C1 level on the Common Europe-
an Framework of Reference for language 
learning (CEFR).

Student profi le and admission 

requirements

The formal requirement for admission is 
a Bachelor's degree from a recognized 
academic institution in Economics, 
Business Economics or other related 
fi elds, preferrably with some quantitative 
background. Further information for 
applicants graduating from a University 
of Applied Sciences is available online: 

www.mep.usi.ch/admission

Career opportunities

The MEP prepares professional econo-
mists with a policy orientation, with an eye 
to the skills required to be employed in 
national and international policy and 
research institutions, including central 
banks, development banks, economics 
and statistics research offi ces but also in 
high ranks of the public administration. In 
addition, the MEP is a pathway to higher 
studies in Economics and Economic 
Policy.

Contacts

USI Università della Svizzera italiana
Study Advisory Service
41 58 666 4795
studyadvisor@usi.ch

+

First semester Core Courses 
30.0

Microeconomics for Public Policy 6.0
Macroeconomics for Public Policy 6.0
Micro-Econometrics  6.0
Industrial Organization  6.0
Political Economy and Public  6.0
Finance

Second semester Core Courses 
30.0

Public Policy Analysis   3.0
Quantitative Methods for Policy  6.0 
Evaluation
Topics in Labor, Public and  6.0
Development 
Introduction to Institutions and  3.0
Economics of Pensions and Aging
Pension Economics and Finance  3.0
Globalization, Development  3.0
and Migration
International Fiscal System  3.0
Managerial Economics II  3.0

Third semester Internship/Field Work/Research 
Stay with a Professor (12 credits) or 
two or more electives (for a maximum 
of 12 credits) among all courses 
offered at USI at the Master level 12.0 

Thesis 18.0

Study programme

Please be aware that 
slight changes in the 
study programme may 
occur.

Students who wish to
amplify their training,
have the option of
earning additional 30
credits in the form of
electives, leading to a
master degree with
120 credits.
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The aim of the course is to develop the basic tools for analyzing 
problems of resource allocation used by economists working in 
research, government and business. It aims to include modern 
developments without being overly mathematical, and to develop 
a capacity to apply economic concepts to real-world problems. 
The fi rst part of the course focuses primarily on price-taking 
behavior by economic agents. The second part of the course 
focuses on strategic interaction and market failures. Topics 
include the fi rm, the consumer, general equilibrium, uncertainty 
and risk, welfare economics, an introduction to game theory, 
imperfect competition, adverse selection, signaling, moral hazard, 
externalities and public goods.

The course develops the theoretical tools to understand macro-
economic policy issues. The fi rst part of the course deals with 
economic growth. It covers models of exogenous and endoge-
nous growth and reviews the empirical evidence on the determi-
nants of growth, with particular emphasis on the role of public 
policies. The second part of the course studies intertemporal 
consumption choices, highlighting the role of uncertainty and 
liquidity constraints in shaping the lifetime profi le of consumption 
and savings. The third part focuses on the stabilization role of 
fi scal and monetary policy along the business cycle and in the 
context of fi nancial crises.

The course endows the students with the tools to analyze micro-
economic data. The emphasis is placed on the econometric 
models as well as on their use for applications in economics, 
fi nance and banking. Lab sessions are used to familiarize the 
students with the mostly used statistical/econometric packages. 
While no prior knowledge of econometrics is required, the course 
assumes that students are acquainted with the most basic notions 
of statistics. Cross-section data: Linear model. Models for 
dichotomous, polychotomous, censored, truncated and duration 
dependent variables. Longitudinal data: linear model.

The course presents an introduction to the modern theory of 
Industrial Organization. In most markets the assumptions of 
perfect competition are not met. We will work to understand the 
working of industries with limited competition and its implications 
both from a theoretical and a practical point of view. Aspects 
considered include basic monopoly and oligopoly theory; price 
competition; cartels; mergers and acquisitions. The fi nal part of 
the course introduces the main concepts used in the analysis of 
regulation of network industries.

This course investigates the relationship between characteristics 
of the political system and the level and types of government 
spending. Understanding the effects of political institutions on 
economic policy has become a vibrant fi eld of research, and the 
students get acquainted with recent research fi ndings based on 
articles. For instance, it is explained how the electoral system or 
the degree of direct democracy affects whose interests get 
represented. The methodology of this course is to combine theory 
with empirical evidence from Switzerland and other mature 
democracies.
 

Core
Courses

Microeconomics 

for Public 

Policy

Macroeconomics 

for Public 

Policy

Micro-

econometrics

Industrial 

Organization

Political 

Economy 

and Public 

Finance

First 
semester
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Public policies are of paramount importance in our western 
societies. They refl ect State’s priorities, they offer public adminis-
tration with guidelines for their actions and they establish a strong 
relation between the people and their government. As such, public 
policies exist in multidimensional realities that are often hard to 
grasp. On one hand, scholars seek to understand what shapes 
these public policies and explain why they take the form they do. 
On the other hand, other scholars focus their attention on public 
policies’ impacts on the society, as well as their outputs. This 
course intends to develop students’ knowledge of public policy 
processes as well as their policy analysis skills and capacities. 
First, students will acquire a theoretical background that is 
essential to analyze any public policy. Second, they will learn the 
basic elements that shape public policies, in particular actors and 
institutions. Third, students will look into public policy processes 
and be exposed to three different analytical approaches namely: 
agenda setting model, cognitive models, and policy cycles. These 
approaches are based on the theoretical background that will 
have been previously presented and they encompass the basic 
elements students will have previously viewed. Finally, students 
will learn how to appreciate and assess a public policy using sound 
public policy evaluation techniques.

The main challenge for policy evaluation is to establish a causal 
link between interventions and outcomes. The objective of this 
course is to introduce the main approaches used in the evaluation 
of public policies: randomized evaluations, natural experiments, 
the regression discontinuity design, selection on observables and 
difference-in-differences. The course presents strengths and 
weaknesses of each approach in terms of internal and external 
validity. During the theory sessions, each approach will be 
presented and illustrated with specifi c policies in the areas of 
labor, health, education and development economics. In the practi-
cal sessions, students themselves (with help from the instructor) 
replicate the results of a widely-cited published study for each 
evaluation approach.

This course describes inequality around the world and analyzes 
tools to reduce it. Focusing on recent empirical research papers, 
we study policy-interventions in the areas of health, education, 
labor markets and gender inequality. We also shed light on the 
political side of development and discuss topics such as corrup-
tion, quality of politicians and the representation of poor in the 
political process.

This course explains the main features of public pension systems, 
provides an introduction to pension economics, describes the 
demographic dynamics, in particular to the aging process, and 
discusses the future challenges faced by the pension systems. 

This course provides an introduction to the public pension 
systems, a detailed analysis of pension economics and fi nance, 
and discusses the future challenges faced by the pension 
systems in a political economic contest. 

This course is about the ways in which tax law applies to transac-
tions in the international context. The objective of this course is to 
introduce students to the EC rules relating to all forms of taxation 
as well as to the rules that operate at an international or supra-na-
tional level. In addition to the analysis of the features found in 
double tax conventions and in the law of the European Union 
there will be also an examination of fi nancial instruments. This part 
of the course focuses on the models of taxation of fi nancial 
income (including derivatives, hybrid instruments, investment 
funds etc.) and explores the treatment of fi nancial income under 
tax treaties patterned upon the OECD Model Convention and 
European direct tax directives.

This course is a laboratory of Applied Microeconomics for 
research in the fi eld of Industrial Organization. The main objective 
is to learn to apply microeconomic analytical tools and empirical 
methods to the analysis of various issues in industrial organization. 
Several network industries will be explored. Particular attention 
will be paid to the electricity and Telecom sectors. The course will 
focus on the following issues: economic characteristics of natural 
monopoly, institutional reforms, regulation and deregulation, 
corporate fi nance and investment analysis. The course stresses 
applied aspects, which means that a set of analytical tools will be 
provided for the students throughout the lectures. The applied 
nature of the course is achieved by turning theory into practice 
while discussing papers and real cases.

Specialized 
Courses

Public 

Policy 

Analysis

Quantitative 

Methods 

for Policy 

Evaluation

Topics in Labor, 

Public and 

Development 

Economics

Introduction 

to Institutions 

and Economics 

of Pension 

and Aging

Pension 

Economics 

and Finance

International 

Fiscal System

Managerial 

Economics II

Second
semester
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The course covers essential relations among the process of
economic development (in low-income countries), globalization
and migration fl  ows, taking both a theoretical and empirical
approach. The course is divided in three units. In the fi  rst unit,
drivers and consequences of the globalization (real and fi  nancial)
process are analysed. The second unit is focussed on the analysis
of the interactions among capital (physical and human) accumula-
tion, demographic factors and technology, and (economic and 
political) institutions in the determination of development. The
third and fi  nal unit is dedicated to the study of migration fl  ows,
analysing their determinants and implications both for origination
and destination countries. Class participation is not graded, but is
actively encouraged. There is not a class textbook. However,
students will be heavily supplied with articles made available on
the website for the course. It is most important that students keep
up to date with the readings for the course.

Globalization, 

development 

and Migration
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